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What is claimed is 



A method for sharing costs associated with toll 
calls comprising: 

a) providing toll sharing parameters for a toll 
call between parties; 

b) receiving toll call indicfia sufficient to 
determine costs associated with a toll call; and 

c) apportioning the costs flor the toll call between 
the parties based on thp toll sharing 
parameters . 



The method of claim 1 further comprising generating 
billing information for each party including 
apportioned charges for the toll call. 



The method of claim 1 wmerein the providing step 



further includes receiving inform, 
define the toll sharing paramete 
calls between the parties and d 
sharing parameters to /apply to 
between the parties. 



.on sufficient to 
:or the toll 
le toll 
toll calls 




The method of claim 31 further comprising determining 
whether to apportion /costs for the toll call based 
on the toll call indicia and wherein the 
apportioning step isl applied when the costs 



associated with the 
between the parties 



toll call should be apportioned 



5. 



The method of claim 4 wherein the determining step 
further includes determining if the toll call is 
between the parties for which the toll sharing 
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parameters are defined such that only costs? for 
calls between the parties are apportioned. 

6. The method of claim 5 wherein the determining step 
further includes determining if the tolA call fall 
within the toll sharing parameters sucm that only 
costs for calls between the parties ^nd falling 
within the toll sharing parameters Are apportioned 

7 . The method of claim 3 wherein the toll sharing 
parameters are defined to appl^y to any toll calls 
occurring after the toll sharyng parameters are 
defined . 



The method of claim 3 wherein the toll sharing 
parameters are defined to/ apply to any toll calls 
occurring within a defined period of time. 




The method of claim 8 ywherein/ tfye\tol>'sharing 
parameters are defined to appl^y to any toll calls 
occurring on or within at least one of the group 
consisting of time <pf day, day, week, month, and 
year . 



10. The method of claytm 3 wherein the toll sharing 
parameters are defined to apply to at least one 
portion of the tyoll call. 



11. The method of 
parameters are 
portion of the 



aim 3 wherein the toll sharing 
defined to apply to at least one 
toll call having a defined length. 
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The method of claim 1 further compris: 
a) receiving a request from an originating one of 

the parties to apportion costs/for the toll 

call; 

effecting a query to a terminating one of the 
parties to accept apportioned costs for the toll 
call ; 

receiving a response tp the query from the 
terminating one of the parties; and 
determining if the t/erminating one of the 
parties is willing/to accept apportioned costs 
for the toll call/based on sporise to the 

query . 



b) 



c) 



d) 




The method of claim 12 further comprising 
facilitating interaction with the originating one of 
the parties to provide the toll sharing parameters 
for the toll call. 



14. The method of /claim 12 further comprising 

facilitating Interaction with the terminating one of 
the parties t/o provide the toll sharing parameters 
for the tol]/ call. 



15. The method /of claim 12 wherein the request is a code 
dialed by /the originating one of the parties 
configurers to initiate cost sharing for the toll 
call. 



16. 



The method of claim 12 wherein the request is made 
via operator assistance to initiate cost sharing for 
the tol/l call. 
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toll call indicia 



17. The method of claim 1 wherein th 

is received from a carrier f aciljitating the toll 
call . 



18. A system for sharing costs associated with toll 
calls comprising a control system adapted to: 

a) provide toll sharing parameters for a toll call 
between parties; 

b) receive toll call indicia/ sufficient to 
determine costs associated with a toll call; and 

c) apportion the costs for/the toll call between 
the parties based on ttye toll sharing 
parameters . 



19, 



20. 



The system of claim 18 whferein said, control system 
is further adapted to generate billing information 
for each party including apportioned charges for the 
toll call. 




The system of claim 18/ whereirr said control system 
is further adapted to /receive information sufficient 
to define the toll sharing parameters for the toll 
calls between the parities and define the toll 
•sharing parameters tp apply to the toll calls 
between the parties./ 



21. The system of claim/ 20 wherein said control system 

is further adapted to determine whether to apportion 
costs for the toll | call based on the toll call 
indicia and apportion the costs for the toll call 
when the costs associated with the toll call should 
be apportioned between the parties. 
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22. The system of claim 21 wherein said control system 
is further adapted to determine if the toll call is 
between the parties for which the toll sharing 
parameters are defined such that anly costs for 
calls between the parties are apportioned. 



23. The system of claim 22 wherein s&id control system 
is further adapted to determine /if the toll call 
falls within the toll sharing parameters such that 
only costs for calls between the parties and fallinc 
within the toll sharing parameters are apportioned. 

24. The system of claim 20 wherein the toll sharing 
parameters are defined to apply to any toll calls 
occurring after the toll sharing parameters are 
defined. 

25. The system of claim 20 wheirein the toll sharing 
parameters are defined to /apply tp'^ariy toll calls 
occurring within a defines perioyc^ of t^me . 



26. 



27 . 



The system of claim 25 wlnerein the toll sharing 
parameters are defined tp apply to any toll calls 
occurring on or within at least one of the group 



consisting of time of d 
year . 

The system of claim 20 
parameters are defined 
portion of the toll ca 



y, day, week, month, and 



wherein the toll sharing 
to apply to at least one 



The system of claim 20 wherein the toll sharing 
parameters are defined to apply to at least one 
portion of the toll call having a defined length. 
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29. The system of claim 18 wherein said corytrol system 
is further adapted to: 

a) receive a request from an originaiVing one of the 
parties to apportion costs for thye toll call; 

b) . effect a query to a terminating >bne of the 

parties to accept apportioned gosts for the toll 
call ; 

c) receive a response to the quefry from the 
terminating one of the parti/es; and 

d) determine if the terminating one of the parties 
is willing to accept apportioned costs for the 
toll call based on the response to the query. 



30. The system of claim 29 wherein said control system 
is further adapted to facilitate interaction with 
the originating one of tide parties "cb provide the 
toll sharing parameters /for th& tA)ll \call 




31. The system of claim 29 wherein said control system 
is further adapted ta facilitate interaction with 
the terminating one /of the parties to provide the 
toll sharing parameters for the toll call. 



32. The system of claim 29 wherein the request is a code 
dialed by the originating one of the parties 
configured to iryatiate cost sharing for the toll 
call . 



The system of 
via operator 
the toll callj 



(claim 29 wherein the request is made 
ssistance to initiate cost sharing for 
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34. The system of, claim 1 wherein thel toll call indicia 
is received from a carrier facilitating the toll 
call. 

35. A computer readable medium incYuding software for 
sharing costs associated with ^oll calls, the 
software comprising computer instructions to: 

a) provide toll sharing parameters for a toll call 
between at least two parties; 

b) receive toll call indiaia sufficient to 
determine costs associated with a toll call; and 

c) apportion the costs far the toll call between 
the parties based on /the toll sharing 
parameters . 



36. The computer readable ^edium of claim 35 further 
comprising instructions to gene^:a\te billing 
information for each party iny^jad^pg apportioned- 
charges for the toll/call. 




37. The computer readable medium of claim 35 further 
comprising instruct/ions to receive information 
sufficient to define the toll sharing parameters for 
toll calls between the parties and define the toll 
sharing parameter^ to apply to toll calls between 
the parties. 



38. The computer readable medium of claim 37 further 
comprising instructions to determine whether to 



apportion costs 
call indicia ar 
call when the c: 
should be appoi: 



for the toll call based on the toll 
d apportion the costs for the toll 
osts associated with the toll call 
tioned between the parties. 
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39. The computer readable medium of claim 38 further 
comprising instructions to determine if th*e toll 
call is between the parties for which th^e toll 

/ f 

sharing parameters are defined such that only costs 
for calls between the parties are apportioned. 

40. The computer readable medium of >claim 39 further 
comprising instructions to determine if the toll 
call falls within the toll scaring parameters such 
that only costs for calls between the parties and 
falling within the toll scaring parameters are 
apportioned. / 

41. The computer readabLe medium of claim 37 wherein the 
toll sharing parameters ar^defined to apply to any 
toll calls occurring afte/r tpe toll sharing 
parameters are defined. / 

42. The computer readable medium of claim 37 wherein the 
toll sharing/ parameters are defined to apply to any 
toll calls /occurring within a defined period of 
time. / 

43. The computer readable medium of claim 42 wherein the 
toll sAaring parameters are defined to apply to any 
toll /calls occurring on or within at least one of 
the ygroup consisting of time of day, day, week, 
moryth, and year. 



Ttte computer readable medium of claim 37 wherein the 
t/oll sharing parameters are defined to apply to at 
least one portion of the toll call. 
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45. The computer readable medium of i claim 37 wherein the 
toll sharing parameters are deflined to apply to at 
least one portion of the toll ycall having a defined 
length . 



46, 



47 



The computer readable mediu$A of claim 35 further 
comprising instructions tc 
a) receive a request frorri an originating one of the 
parties to apportion/costs for the toll call; 
effect a query to a /terminating one of the 
parties to accept Apportioned costs for the toll 
call ; 

receive a response to the query from the 
terminating one yof the parties; and 
determine if the terminating one of the parties 
is willing to accept axzfpqjrtioned costs for the 
toll call basqrd on th$6 r^ponse to the query. 



b) 



c) 



d) 




The computer readable medium of claim 4 6 further 
comprising instructions to facilitate interaction 
with the originating one of the parties to provide 
the toll sharing parameters for the toll call. 



48. The computer /readable medium of claim 4 6 further 
comprising instructions to facilitate interaction 
with the terminating one of the parties to provide 
the toll snaring parameters for the toll call. 



49. The computier readable medium of claim 4 6 wherein the 
request is a code dialed by the originating one of 
the parties configured to initiate cost sharing for 
the toll /call . 
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50. The computer readable medium of claim 4 6 wherein the 
request is made via operator assistance to initiate 
cost sharing for the toll call. 

51. The computer readable medium </f claim 35 wherein the 
toll call indicia is receive^ from a carrier 
facilitating the toll call 



52. A method of sharing a cost of a toll call between an 
originating party and a terminating party: 

a) generating a toll snaring agreement between the 
originating and terminating parties to apportion 
the cost of the tc/ll call according to defined 
parameters ; 

b) determining the tost of the toll call; and 

c) apportioning the costs of the toll call among 
the originating and termi^^tinq parties 
according to iJie defined/ b^rarrt^ters , 




53. A method for sha/ring costs associated with toll 
calls comprisinc 

a) receiving a/ request from a terminating party to 
apportion aosts for a toll call with an 
originating party; 

b) providing /toll sharing parameters for the toll 
call ; 

c) receiving toll call indicia sufficient to 
determine costs associated with a toll call; and 

d) apportioning the costs for the toll call between 
the parties based on the toll sharing 
parameters. 



